
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 27, 2018 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 27, 2018. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were:  
Robbie Robertson, President; Eron Berg, Vice President; and Al Littlefield Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, General Manager; Mark Handzlik, Engineering 
Manager, Sally Saxton, Treasurer, Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of 
the Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Dale Ragan, Les Walker, Curt Tronsdal, Bill 
Swanson, Dave Price and District Employees:  Gary Chrysler, Kathy White, Mike Fox, 
Mark Semrau, Chris Shaff, Kevin Tate, Luis Gonzalez, and Mike Benton. 

Commissioner Littlefield led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve the Consent Agenda for February 27, 2018: 
1. Approval of Agenda 02/27/18 
2. Approval of Minutes 02/13/18 Commission Meeting 
3. Ratification of Vouchers 02/20/18 

No. 2781 – Voucher Nos. 11678-11755, Payroll Check Nos. 021507-021586, 
M00543, M005545 ($1,027,992.77) 

4. Approval of Vouchers 02/27/18 
No. 2782 – Voucher Nos. 11756-11826 ($78,315.91) 

5. Recommendation to Award  - Harris Computer Systems (Cayenta WO 17-705) 
The motion passed. 

Treasurer Saxton presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December 2017. 

There were no Audience Comments.   

Under Old Business: 

6. Manager’s Report - Manager Sidhu reported on the following: 

• Coffee with Commissioner Berg will be held at the Senior Center in Sedro-
Woolley on March 3; and with Commissioner Robertson at the Co-op in 
downtown Mount Vernon on March 28; both beginning at 10:30 AM.  Coffee 
and snacks will be provided. 

Under New Business: 
7. Meeting Protocol – Discussion 

Manager Sidhu reviewed his memorandum of recommendation.  A brief 
discussion ensued. 

8. Potential Areas of Facility Relocation – Discussion 
Manager Sidhu stated that a presentation on a draft needs analysis was given by 
Driftmier Architects on January 30 which was based on assumptions developed 
during meetings with the management team.  He stated that he would like to 
finalize the Needs Analysis to close Task 1 under the Scope of Services.  
Driftmier will now move to Task 2 which involves working with a real estate 
broker to find a suitable location for a new facility and he would like to narrow 
the search of properties based on the Commission’s direction.  Manager Sidhu 
illustrated property locations for consideration both outside and inside the flood 
zone and asked for direction from the Commission about where they would like to 
go.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the project, including 
proposals and qualifications, budget, pros and cons of various property locations, 
transportation needs, accessibility, and options for financing.  Manager Sidhu 
requested that the Commission forward any additional comments or suggestions 
to him. 



9. Strategic Plan Work Session Schedule –Discussion 
Under the Contract with BERK Consulting, the first order is to plan work sessions 
between the Board and the Strategic Planning Committee that has been formed in-
house.  Work sessions were scheduled for Tuesday, March 20 at 2:00 PM and 
Monday, April 30 at 2:00 PM in the District’s Aqua Room.  The sessions will last 
approximately 3-4 hours with BERK facilitating.  Manager Sidhu indicated that 
surveys have been distributed to staff and online for stakeholders in the 
community.  BERK will contact the Commission next week to schedule 
individual one-on-one interviews. 

10. Dedication of District Facilities – Discussion 
Manager Sidhu stated that staff has brought forth a recommendation to dedicate 
the Division Street Tank and Booster Pump Station in memory of a former 
employee and there is not currently a policy in place to do so. 

Engineering Manager Handzlik stated that the Commission has a copy of the 
memo of recommendation and the background speaks for itself.  He stated that the 
facility is not being named for the employee, but rather honoring the work of 
Todd Bos for the District with a plaque inside the facility for employees, not the 
public.   

Project Manager Benton commented on Todd’s background and the importance 
he placed on the project. 

Commissioner Berg moved to dedicate the E. Division Street Tank and Booster 
Pump Station in recognition of Todd Bos’s service to the District.  Discussion 
ensued regarding the motion with reference to the use of District funds for 
purchase of the proposed plaque.  Commissioner Berg amended his motion to 
dedicate the E. Division Street Tank and Booster Pump Station in recognition of 
Todd Bos’s service to the District subject to legal review and approval by Auditor 
Streeter.  The amended motion passed. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield stated he received a call from 
a customer requesting the addition of the District’s phone number on the newsletter; he 
forwarded the information to Community Relations Manager Tate. 

Commissioner Berg reported that he and Manager Sidhu met with the City of Burlington 
recently regarding project review and the building and planning process.  He stated it was 
a good first meeting and boiled down to good, clear communication. 

Commissioner Robertson stated he would be in Olympia for the quarterly DOH Water 
Advisory Committee meeting and in light of fires throughout the state; one of the topics 
of discussion will be what rural utilities are doing to help with fire suppression efforts.  
He also provided a legislative update regarding the Hirst decision. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Littlefield moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 27, 2018 was 
adjourned at 5:39 PM. 
 
   
 Robbie Robertson, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Al Littlefield, Secretary Eron Berg, Vice President 
 


